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hannmon and Mike's wedding experience in
[taly was a far ery from the typical do in their
hometown of Detroit, Michigan, But after
meeting through their jobs in the medical
field and courting for 32 vears, they chose the Tuscan
countryside, where the groom’s grandparents were born,
for their intimate affair. [ didn't want to spend the entire
evening greeting guests,” admits Shanmon. “Marrying in
Monticiano would also allow us and our guests bo see a new
place that we might not otherwise travel to?
They hired Ttaly-hased planner Gaia Poli and opted for
a villa instead of a hotel 50 guests could more easily get to
ko each other, And thankfully, aboolking snag turned out
b be a lessing, "We'd initially rezerved another villa, but
six months before the wedding, we were told it had heen
double-booked,” savs the bride, "After a mad scramble, we
found Villa Ferraia, which ended up being Far more beanti-
ful than the first one we'd found.” In addition to a gorgeous
setting, the villa offered guests hot tubs, easy access to hik-
ing trails and catered group meals — ineluding a pizza party
that featured pies topped with potatoes, eggs, capers and
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Shannon O Connor weds Michael Ranella on April 29, 2009

other creative ingredients and haked fresh in the onsite
brick oven by an authentic Italian pizza maker.

The day before the wedding, the 23 guests gathered for
a rehearsal lunch at Trattoria Belle Donne, s local favorite,
Then they embarked on adriving tour Lo Florence, with a
stop at a local winery, "We had four 19605 Fiats to drive,”
says Shannon. "Our puests loved 181"

Anontdoor cerermony o the terrace overlooking the villa
grounds was planned For the Fcﬂ]:ming:lf'tnrn e, bk due to
bad weasther, it was moved tothe villa's dining room, adorned
with a candelabra, roses and olive branches, A string trio
of local musicians played Pachelbels "Canon in ID” and the
couple’s parents each did a reading of their choosing,

The dining room doubled as the reception site, and the
group noshed on homemade pasta, as well as beef fillets
cooked in becal Brunelle wine, Then a dance party com-
menced, fueled by an iPod playlist, "The reception lasted
well past 3 am.,” says Shannon. "One of the perks of a private

EH

Iocation is that the party can last as long as you'd like!"

FOR MORE INFQ, SEE THE 477 ON PAGE 116,
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